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Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to be a Certified Community Wildlife Habitat.  Under a population based point system, the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has developed criteria for a community to become certified.  Mukilteo has to get 400 points.  We received 50 points for registering to be certified, and we need at least 225 certification points with a minimum of 150 certified homes, 4 schools, and 4 public places (homes get 1 point each, schools 5 points and public places 3 points).  In addition we get points for education activities and projects we do. We have to achieve a minimum number of points in each category.  As June 31, 2011, we have 110 certified homes, 19 public places, and 5 schools.  Our total points are 500, but we still need 40 more homes.

What does it take to get a yard “certified?”  All certified wildlife habitats provide some of each of 5 habitat elements:  Food, Water, Cover, Nesting Places, and Use of Sustainable Yard Care Practices.  If you have these elements, your yard can be certified by the NWF as wildlife habitat.

How does the National Wildlife Federation know that my yard has all these habitat elements?  They take your word for it.  No one comes to your property to check out your application.  It is simply expected that your application is correct.

Does certification fall under some law that might affect my property rights?  No. This program is totally voluntary and meant to support your efforts to provide wildlife habitat in Mukilteo.  If you decide to move and sell your property or you just don’t want to participate anymore, your name can be removed from the certification list. 

Where does the $20 application fee go to?  $15 of the application fee goes to NWF directly into the Community Wildlife Habitat Program.  NWF uses this money to provide us with lots of handouts, the certification forms, and staff support from their national office and in Seattle.  Our Seattle staff partner supports the communities who are working toward getting community certification in Washington State.  Currently there are 12 certified communities in Washington State and 14 working on certification.  There are more certified communities in Washington State than any other state in the U.S.  $5.00 of the fee goes to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to pay for the Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary sign you will receive.  

I received my certificate, magazine and membership from the National Wildlife Federation, but haven’t yet received my sign.  When will I get the sign?  WDFW sends out the signs about once a month or so after NWF notifies them of a certified property. WDFW like other state agencies is short staffed and gets the signs out as soon as they can.  
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